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What is TRUVADA for PrEP? 


TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription 
medicine that is used together with safer sex practices to help reduce 
the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative 
adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help determine your 
risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health. 


Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to 
prevent getting HIV. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to 
lower the chance of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse or 
share needles or other items that have body fluids on them. 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 


What is the most important information | should know 
about TRUVADA for PrEP? 


Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 


* You must be HIV-negative before you start taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP. You must get tested to make sure that you 
do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA to reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be HIV-negative. 


* Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who 
has recently become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, 
you could have recently become infected with HIV-1. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you had a flu-like illness within the last 
month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for 
PrEP. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, 
joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, 
rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck 
or groin. 


While taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
* You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 
* You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP: 
* Gettested for HIV-1 atleast every 3 months. 
+ |f youthink you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare 
provider right away. 
* To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1: 
* Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners. 
+ Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other 
infections make it easier for HIV to infect you. 
* Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual 
behavior, such as having fewer sex partners. 
* Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may 
increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection. 
* |f you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine 
than TRUVADA alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not 
a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only 
TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time. 


TRUVADA can cause serious side effects: 


* Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not 
approved to treat HBV. If you have HBV and stop taking 
TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do not stop 
taking TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, 
as they will need to monitor your health. 


Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP? 
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 


* 


* 


Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 
status. If you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with 
TRUVADA to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment 
for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may 
become harder to treat over time. 


Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 


What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP? 
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include: 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider 
may do blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment 
with TRUVADA. If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider may tell you to stop taking TRUVADA. 


Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a 
serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of 
breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea and vomiting, 
cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
abnormal heartbeat. 


Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin 
or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, 
or stomach-area pain. 

Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which 
may lead to fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check 
your bones. 


Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 


(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away. 


What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP? 


* All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare 
provider if you have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis. 

+ If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while 
taking TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if 
you should keep taking TRUVADA. 


+ |f you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby 
in breast milk. 


* All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the- 
counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may 
interact with other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. 


* |f youtake certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare 
provider may need to check you more often or change your dose. 
These medicines include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) 
infection. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs 
to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page. 


Rot unprepared 


We know who we are. And we make choices that fit our lives. 


TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices. 


• TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex. 
You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 


Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you. 


© Truvada 


| emtricitabine 200 mg / tenofovir 
X LEA Learn more at truvada.com disoproxil fumarate 300 mg tablets 
for (SEP) pre-exposure prophylaxis 


> Truvada 
emtricitabine 200 mg / tenofovir 
disoproxil fumarate 300 mg tablets IMPORTANT FACTS 


1 PrEP) pre-exposure prophylaxis This is only a brief summary of important information about 


taking TRUVADA for PrEP™ (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help 
(tru -VAH-da h) reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace 
talking to your healthcare provider about your medicine. 


MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 


TRUVADAFORPIER TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including: 


Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP: * Those in the "Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP" section. 


* You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you * New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 


do notalready have HIV-1 .Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of * Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare 
getting HIV-1 unless you АП e confirmed to be HIV-1 negative medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 


if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual 


* Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea 
become infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
symptoms, tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, abnormal heartbeat. 
vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the * Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare 
neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP. tums yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for 

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP: several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

* You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for * Bone problems. 

PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area 

* You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. 
for HIV-1 at least every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your These are notall the possible side effects of TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider 
healthcare provider right away if you think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have right away if you have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before 

* Ifyou do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA and during treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP. 
alone to treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 
may become harder to treat over time. BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP 


* Seethe "How To Further Reduce Your Risk" section for more information. 
TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including: 


Tell your healthcare provider if you: 
* Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 


* Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat * Have any other medical conditions. 
HBV. If you have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking * Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
TRUVADA. Do not stop taking TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare e Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become 
provider, as they will need to check your health regularly for several months. HIV-positive, HIV can pass to the baby in breast milk. 


Tell your healthcare provider aboutall the medicines you take: 
ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP e Keep alist that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist. 


TRUVADA for PrEP isa prescription medicine used together with safer sex e Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be 
practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for taken with TRUVADA for PrEP. 


HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. 


* To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare 
provider about your sexual health. 


HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK 
Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: * Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners. 


* Gettested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier 


* Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. for HV to infect you. 


* Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. Get information and supportto help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having 
fewer sex partners. | | 
HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP * Do notshare needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them. 


* Take 1 tabletonce a day, every day, not just when you think you have been GET MORE INFORMATION 
exposed to HIV-1. 


e Do notmiss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 * This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP. 


Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to 


infection. а те 
{ : prevent HIV infection. 
* Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices. e Goto start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5 
e Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to • If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program 
keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. information. 


TRUVADA FOR PREP, the TRUVADA FOR PREP Logo, the TRUVADA Blue Pill Design, TRUVADA, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks 
Y G | L E A 5 of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. 


Version date: April 2017 
© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. TVDC0127 07/17 


CAMBRIA 


TURN YOUR KITCHEN 
INTO A LIVING ROOM 


Kitchens come to life with Cambria® countertops. 
With so many design selections to entice friends and 
family, your living room may start to feel neglected. 
Find more than 140 designs, including Clareanne;" 
and our stunning Cambria Matte" finish for your 
dream kitchen or bath at Select Surfaces. 


SELECT/surfaces 


AMERICANMADE (| — = Brei - | 651-483-1576 | SelectSurfaces.com 
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22: Minneapolis Home + Garden Show 

28: Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 

32: American Craft Council Show 
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Page 22: Photo courtesy of Marketplace Events, Page 28: Photo courtesy of Susie Hopper, Page 32: Photo by Hubert 
Bonnet, Page 40: Photo by Randy Stern. 


Online Magazine Prizes LavenderMagazine.com 


José Ayala is one of the many stylists to be featured at the 
American Craft Council Show in St. Paul this April. Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 
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HOME 


MORTGAGE 


Private Mortgage Banking 
| ari ( ‚IN L 11 


Proud rider of the 
Red Ribbon Ride 


Miguel A. Mendoza 

Private Mortgage Banker 
612-667-3000 
miguel.a.mendoza@wellsfargo.com 
www.wfhm.com/miguel-mendoza 


NMLSR ID 634362 


Information is accurate as of date of printing and is 

subject to change without notice. Wells Fargo Home 
Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 

€ 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 

NMLSR ID 399801. AS3753079 Expires 08/2018 LENDER 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building | 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


HABITATION 


Furnishing + Mongi 


Моге Веагоот Fun! 


952.426.3548 | HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD | ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 
VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE: M, W, Th, F & Sat 10am-7pm. Sun 12-5pm. Closed on Tuesdays 


From Gregory Rich, Founder 
and Chief at Habitation Design 


Trends are fun, but how do 
you make sure you're not 
buying something just 
because it looked great in 
this month's fashion mag? 
Simple - follow your heart. 
Trend-watching can be a great way 
to keep an eye on what's new and 
exciting but selecting pieces that speak 
directly to you is how you can be sure that 
your furnishings will give you years of pleasure. 


The team at Habitation Design is adept at helping you 
sort through hype and make decisions that are stylish without being trendy. Stop in 
today and let us help create your perfect habitat. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 


7 


WAXING 
IBI CITY 


9 Twin Cities Locations 


www.WAXINGTHECITY.coi 


JEWELRY RE-IMAGINED 
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Customize a guitar string wedding band for 
the musician in your life. Schedule a free, 
in-person consultation today to start 
designing your dream rings! 

651.321.9267 
www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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FITTED FURNITURE 
ES FOR HOME € OFFICE 


HOME OFFICE UALL BEDS STORAGE 


techlin 


BEDROOM 


| 


More colors, more finishes, more options. Your space is personal. Fitted furniture is simple. A professional designer will visit your home 
This is why we offer a distinctive selection of "fitted" furniture that lets or office to measure your space.Upon determining your specific needs 
you create unique solutions. Choose from a wide range of finishes and and budget, the designer will create a personalized design that will be 
accessory hardware to make a truly personalized design. truly unique. Call or visit our showroom today. 


7351 Washington Ave. S., Edina, MN 55439 | 952.927.7373 | www.TechlineTwinCities.com 
Showroom Hours: M-F 9-5:00, Sat. 10-4 Closed Sunday info@techlinetwincities.com 


CALL TODAY FOR A COMPLIMENTARY IN-HOME DESIGN CONSULTATION! 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


There's No Place Like Home... And Garden 


I've counted Minneapolis as my home for nearly a decade now, and 
being the obvious millennial that I am, I've been more acquainted with the 
apartment life rather than owning my own home. Not to say that there's 
anything wrong with renting, but obviously that means I can't do much in 
the way of home renovation or landscaping. In my defense, however, I can 
still hang a mean framed picture. Nobody can touch me on that one. 

But for those of you with a home, condo or townhouse to call your own, 
alotofwork goes into putting together your little slice of domestic heaven: 
gardening, renovating, finding the right furniture and accoutrement for 
the living room, designing your kitchen and bathroom, and much more. 
It takes a lot to make a home a home, so we've put together a very special 
Spring Home + Garden issue to help make that job a lot easier. 

First off, we have a preview of the 2018 Minneapolis Home + Garden 
Show, which will feature a litany of slick exhibits, big-name speakers, and 
helpful resources to help you hone your feng shui skills. We also have a 
sneak peek of this April's American Craft Council Show in St. Paul, which 
will feature crafts, jewelry, and other wares from designers local and 
national. Finally, we take a look at the delightful Spring Flower Show at the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in Chaska. 

Furthermore, you may have noticed that Lavender's recently been 
making some waves on the digital frontier with our video output. From 


ls 


Photo courtesy of BigStock/.shock 


our looks at local members of our community, our Big Gay News series 
with Charming the Unicorn and more, we're upping our video game and 
there's a lot more on its way. So keep your eyes peeled on our website and 
social media platforms! 

Finally, some really exciting news regarding our upcoming Pride 
Edition: in April, Lavender will hold a Pride Celebrity contest, where you 
can have a chance to not only be the cover model for our June 7 Pride 
issue, but also win a Celebrity Cruise for two! More information will be 
coming out in late March, so stay tuned! B 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


A Good Man Is Hard To Tell 


From middle school on, I read science fiction, but somehow, though I 
did read two of this prodigious author's autobiographical tomes, I neglect- 
ed Isaac Isamov's fiction; the iconic Caves of Steel, Foundation series, et al. 
Only recently, I picked up a copy of I, Robot (1950), a collection of stories 
concerning humans dealing with the cognizant nonhumans they created 
and possessed, conflicts and problems arising in physical, chemical, ethi- 
cal realms. Especially, as the latter evolved emotionally and intellectually, 
the ethical. 

I, Robot is Asimov's nine-story amalgam of tales he originally published 
in Super Science Stories and Astounding Science Fiction, framed by narra- 
tor Susan Calvin, Chief Robopsychologist at U.S. Robots and Mechanical 
Men, Inc. who relates them to an interviewer. Calvin's life work has been 
the study of aberrations in robots' positronic brains, most of which happen 
when a unit confronts breaching one of Asimov's three rules of robotics 
(look them up). Born in 1982, Calvin has just turned 75, so they're chat- 
ting in 2057. 

Within this patchwork, Asimov skillfully explores the problems, jeal- 
ousies—racism—flaring between the human and the unhuman. Unlike 
robots, people are under no prohibitions against harming or destroying 


whatever they feel threatens them, while the robots, bound to protect hu- 
mans from harm, Jesuitically interpret what defines “harm,” continually 
turning the three laws to their advantage. From “Robbie,” contrasting a lit- 
tle girl’s love for her robot nanny and her mother’s jealousy, to “Evidence” 
wherein Stephen Byerley, an undetected humanoid robot, becomes World 
Co-Coordinator, Asimov probes the boundaries of humankind; has the 
flesh-and-blood version run its course?. 

I encountered Asimov at the Boskone science fiction convention in 
1974, two years away from the Voyagers’ launchings, 16 from Hubble’s 
glorious debut. While J, Robot woefully underestimates Earth’s explosions 
in population and inflation—1950’s 2.5 billion is now pushing eight, and an 
I, Robot company retailed for six figures instead of our sevens or eights— 
he nailed human nature. 

Asimov would survey our 2018 playing field without missing a beat. 
After all, it was he who in 1980 commented in Newsweek on the “constant 
thread” of American anti-intellectualism that believes democracy means, 
“my ignorance is just as good as your knowledge.” Asimov might even 
blog now that the time is ripe for our own Stephen Byerley. B 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist « 612-990-0649 


A 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


Therapy Center 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, CFP®, ChFC®, CASL", ADPA™, CAP? 


| Senior Financial Planner, Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 


2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 


Charterpoint E) 


A member of the MassMutual Financial Group 


WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI. COM 


| am a registered representative of and offer securities, investment advisory, and financial planning services through 
MML Investors Services, LLC. Member SIPC (www.SIPC.org). 1005 5* St, Suite 2450, Minneapolis MN 55402 


100 S 5th St, Suite 2450, 
Minneapolis MN 55402 
rmoltaji@financialguide.com 


Call Roya today at 
952-769-2126 


612-330-4647 
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Hours by appointment Wednesday - Friday 


STYLE -FUNCTION- VALUE 


MODERN 


Features Unique, Luxurious, 
Handcrafted Eyewear 


Be sure to check out Swanoptik.com 
(Coming Soon!) 
651-646-8080 • moderneyewearoptical.com 
1600 University Ave. W, Suite #4, St. Paul, MN 55104 


LUNCHTIME 


DELIVERY EVERYWHERE 
In by 10, there by noon. 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul 
651-698-0334 fax: 651-699-2303 


MOVING OUT? 
MOVING UP? 
MOVING ON? 


(612) 965-9586 


GetInfo@ScottStevensonGroup.com 


MOSHIER LAW OFFICE, PLLC 
BECKY A. MOSHIER, ESQ. 


Proudly serving our community for over 27 years 


PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE: 
DIVORCE WILLS BANKRUPTCY 


Call for a FREE consultation with 
Dia an experienced bankruptcy attorney | | j 


—— LAW OFFICE, PLLC —  www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


MODERN WEDDINGS. 
CLASSIC STYLE. 


> 5^? 


3537 Zenith Ave, Minneapolis | thebakken.org 
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LAVENDER'S FIRST 
THURSDAY AT WILDE 
CAFE & SPIRITS 


FEBRUARY 1, 2018 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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WIN A COVER. 
WIN A CRUISE. 


Pride Month is 
only a few months 
away, and this year, 
Lavender is planning 
making the 2018 Pride 
Issue extra-special. In 
the month of April, 
we'll be hosting a Cov- 
er and Cruise contest 
for our readers, where 
one lucky person will 
win the chance to not 
only star as the cover 
model for the June 7 Pride Issue, 
but also win a cruise for two from 
Celebrity Cruises. 

Beginning April 1, we'll be ask- 
ing you to submit a video no longer 
than a minute in length, where 
you'll explain to us why you would 
be the best choice to be our cover 
model. How do you represent our 
community? Just how fabulous 


JÎ Want to be Lavender's 
PRIDE Celebrity? 


would a Pride Issue be with your 
lovely mug on it? 

After the April 30 deadline, 
we'll have you all vote on the fi- 
nalists throughout the first week 
of May on social media, and we'll 
select our winner afterwards. So 
get ready to wow us and the rest of 
the rainbow community, and stay 
tuned for more details in the weeks 
to come! 


georgesawyer.com 


American Craft Council Show 


St Paul Rivercenter 


April 20-22 2018 
space #700 


craftcouncil.org/shows/acc/american-craft-show-saint-paul 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 15 


SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE 


CARDBOARD PIANO 
Through Feb. 18 

20 W. 7th Place, St. Paul 
651-291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Park Square is presenting Hansol Jung's 
acclaimed drama of forbidden love between 
two girls; one, Ugandan, and one, the daugh- 
ter of an American missionary, directed by 
Signe V. Harriday. In a spirit reminiscent of 
Romeo and Juliet, they are secretly married. 

Playing one of the pair is Kiara Jackson. 
She shares, “As a young lesbian Ugandan 
woman, Adiel is essentially putting her life 
at risk by being in a relationship with Chris, 
the missionary pastor's daughter. If anyone 
were to find out she was a lesbian, it would 
be a death sentence for her, so the stakes for 
keeping this love a secret are very high. That 
is what is so beautiful about seeing the love 
these girls have for one another. In the midst 
of the dangers of a war-torn country, and the 
added danger of being discovered, the love 
they have for each other is so strong, so pow- 
erful, that they are literally willing to risk it all 
for each other." 

Adelin Phelps, who plays Chris, adds, 
"Something that Signe has talked about with 
all of us is this fire that lives within all of the 
characters. Each one has a very specific, per- 
sonal, fire in burning them. When I first read 
the play, I immediately felt that fire in my 
stomach, and it felt connected deeply to Chris. 
I like Chris's brain, and her passion, and in- 


SPOTLIGHT 


Cardboard Piano. Photo by Petronella J. Ytsma 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


EM JM A га 


Dancing with Giants. Photo by Lauren B Photography 


tensity. And the fact that she is a fighter. Her 
love for Adiel is true—deep in her bones. This 
story is about the deepest, darkest, bright- 
est, most painful, and the most beautiful parts 
about being a person." 


DANCING WITH GIANTS 
Through Feb. 24 

Illusion Theater, Cowles Center 

528 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 

Broadway and Guthrie Theater veteran ac- 
tress, Tovah Felshuh, returns to Minneapolis 
in a new work by her acclaimed playwright 
brother, David Feldshuh. In Dancing with Gi- 
ants, Tovah crosses the gender divide as New 
York boxing manager Joe “Yussel the Muscle" 
Jacobs. David also directs this world premiere 
set in the years preceding World War II. The 
cast includes some top tier local actors: Sam 
Bardwell as German boxing champ Max 
Schmeling; Ricky Morisseau as American 
World Boxing Champ Joe Louis; and James 
Cunningham as the man manipulating them 
all, the infamous Dr. Joseph Goebbels, the 
insidious Nazi propaganda chief of the Third 
Reich. 


THE TOXIC AVENGER MUSICAL 
Through Feb. 25 
Phoenix Theater, 2605 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 
612-440-6681 
www.aboutmmt.org 

A man pushed into a vat of toxic waste 


by a villainous mayor is transformed into a 
superhero called The Toxic Avenger. True 
love, crossgender performances, and a score, 
script, and lyrics by the makers of the Tony- 
winning Memphis take the stage in this Outer 
Critics Circle Award for Best Off Broadway 
Musical 2009. 

Ryan Grimes has directed the musical 
for Minneapolis Musical Theatre. He says, 
"At first glance, The Toxic Avenger Musical 
appears to be just an over-the-top camp fest 
based on a 1980s cult movie classic of ques- 
tionable quality. However, in additions to cul- 
tural references to Michelle Bachmann and 
Oprah Winfrey, that are suddenly once again 
relevant, the heart of the show is a boy trying 
to do right by a girl and the world, which has 
taken on new meaning in 2018. What is beauti- 
ful? What is ugly? Is love blind or does it see 
all? And does any of it even matter if we can't 
save our planet?" 


The Toxic Avenger. Photo by Unser Imagery 
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JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 
3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis 


(612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 


MARCH 23 and 24, 2018 
8pm • Ted Mann Concert Hall 


In the spirit of resistance and persistence we will RISE 
UP! Under the direction of Guest Artistic Director Jane 
Ramseyer-Miller*, our spring concert includes the local 
premiere of Seven Last Words of the Unarmed, a 10-minute 
choral work in 7 movements - each based on the final words 
of seven black men who died at the hands of our authority 
figures. The work will be embraced by an equally inspirational 


drives a wedge between two songbook of music. We have been singing for our lives for 37 


brothers the whole family years - it is time to RISE UP! 
suffers. The Connor family *Artistic Director GALA Choruses, Artistic Director One Voice Mixed Chorus 
must work together to " 
orus: - 
heal old wounds. 612-339-7664 U of M Tickets & Events: 
Print or eBook tegme.org 612-624-2345 or tickets.umn.edu 


Amazon or Barnes & Noble А 
www.billblodgett.com f» Adults: $25-$53 * 12 & Under: 50% off 


Coming out is always a 
difficult time but when it 
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The Ravagers. Photo by Anna Schultz 
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THE RAVAGERS 

Feb. 9-March 3 

The X Lab at Can Can Wonderland 
755 Prior Ave. N, St. Paul 
800-838-3006 


www.savageumbrella.org 

In 2011, Savage Umbrella astonished the 
local theater scene with a breathtaking origi- 
nal production based on The Suppliants by 
the fabled Father of Western Drama, military 
commander Aeschylus—wherein a daughter 
questions obedience to her father, the com- 
mander created from a clearly circumscribed 
view of gender. The production seven years 
ago definitely portrayed that in a brutal way. 
However, the troupe has re-conceived the 
piece to reflect current attitudes. 

Co-writer Laura Leffler co-wrote the origi- 
nal with Blake E. Bolan and the same pair now 
returns with revisions. Leffler explains, “We 
are presenting this story, which takes place 
in a very gendered and very binary world. So 
we're trying to be really careful at all stages 
of production to honor all the ways we as a 
company and we as a cast/production team 
are non-binary. We've purposefully cast queer 
and trans actors, and are searching for ways 
to subvert gender expectations in the produc- 
tion, so that we're commenting on the super 
binary world of the play." 

The co-writer adds, “Power and gender 


are always intertwined, and we're trying to 
tease apart all the different ways power works 
in this story. In this cultural moment, in the 
wake of Aziz Ansari, Harvey Weinstein, and 
the #metoo movement, we've found ourselves 
telling this unbelievably relevant story about 


breaking out of cultural indoctrination and en- 
acting your own agency to change your life, to 
save your life." 


PETER AND ALICE 
Feb.10-March 4 

Fallout Arts Initiative 

2601 2nd Ave. S, Minneapolis 
800-838-3006 


www.candidtheaterco.com 

Childlike wonder emanates from two of 
fantasy literature's most enduring characters: 
J. M. Barrie's Peter Pan and Lewis Carroll's 
Alice in Wonderland. Playwright John Logan 
imagines a conversation between not the au- 
thors, but the two actual people who modeled 
the writers’ protagonists, “Peter” and “Alice.” 
Candid Theater director Justin Kirkeberg 
remarks that Peter and Alice also has gay un- 
dercurrents involving the life of Peter Davies, 
played by David Wasserman. 

Meri Golden, who plays opposite Was- 
serman, says of her role: “Alice Liddell Har- 
greaves is an 80-year-old woman caught be- 
tween the fantasy of Wonderland and a life not 
quite as ‘magical.’ In an encounter with Peter 
Davies, upon whom Peter Pan is based, she 
relived some of the childhood that inspired 
Lewis Carroll’s book, and comes face to face 
with some 'truths' she had not admitted to 
herself. Golden afternoons and melancholy 
memories intertwine in the stories she shares 
as she grasps with her present reality." 


Pink Floyd. Photo courtesy of Classic Albums Live 
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The Resistance of My Skin. Photo by Hillary Olson 


THE RESISTANCE OF MY SKIN 
Feb. 16-24 


Crane Theater, 2303 Kennedy St. NE, #120, S IDEN [Rû 
Minneapolis Slt am f 
www.uprisingtheatreco.com ОНА EE 


Shannon TL Kearns and Ashley Hovell are 
the actors who portray the problem of dating 


in The Resistance of My Skin. Kearns, who also P: » стн? И © Iri CoR 
wrote the play, relates, “Dating is hard. But it’s 1 2 \ тет von то GET VACANT STRIKE CASES IN ; 
especially hard for folks whose bodies are on : E Report th at the dto Ambassador | ee ra мейхалцред on un 
the margins: transgender people, plus-sized mi" | CRI * poot porter DS А nro leb r 


people, and anyone who doesn't fit the mold 
the media has crafts about who is desirable. I 
wanted to write a play that puts bodies on stage 
that we don't normally see and allows those 
characters to be sexy and vulnerable and con- 
flicted and flawed and human. This is the story 
of one date, but it's also the story of anyone 


who has had to fight to be loved and to love ) - : | a ae Шы 
themselves.” Ь М x 

PINK FLOYD - DARK SIDE OF 

THE MOON 

Feb. 24 


Ordway Center, 345 Washington St., St. Paul 
651-224-4222 


www.ordway.org. 
Classic Albums Live recreates the original 


952.934. 


sounds of iconic music albums from the 1960s Remembering 

and "70s to uncanny effect. The Ordway Cen- Glen Cam pbell > ` ; 

ter's 2017-2018 Concert Series features the To- With Jeff Dayton im, А The Music of 
ronto-based project that replicates the sound | £ Fleetwood Mac 
without even using tape or computers! Found- February 10% 17 1 m $ February 2224 
er and music director Craig Martin says, “We | E y 

hope that sometime during the performance, in? 

you close your eyes and dream of both the Takin’ It To ip | 8 р From Barry 
future and the past. And that you realize you The Limit Vintage Pop Classics 
have grown up with one of the greatest pieces A Tribute to The Eagles of the Bee Gees 
of music ever made.” March 1% March 8 '& 9 
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Paula Vogel. Photo courtesy of Guthrie Theater 


————— n 
Wendy Goldberg. Photo courtesy of Guthrie Theater 


An "Indecent" 
Theatre Proposal 


Director Wendy Goldberg Talks About /ndecent, a 
Lesbian-Themed Epic at the Guthrie 


Wendy Goldberg is the Artistic Director of the National Play- 
wrights Conference at the esteemed Eugene O'Neill Theater Center 
in Waterford, Connecticut. She is the center's first female artistic 
director, and during her tenure it won the 2010 Regional Tony Award. 
Moreover, Goldberg is no stranger to Minneapolis, having directed two 
compelling productions of contemporary plays at the Guthrie Theater: 
Dollhouse and Tribes. 

Goldberg has returned to stage another contemporary work that 
just last year was nominated for the Outer Critics Circle Award, the 
Drama Desk Award, the Drama League Award, and the Tony Award for 
playwright Paula Vogel. That play is titled Indecent. Rebecca Taichman 
won last year’s Tony for Best Direction of a Play for the Broadway 
production. The Guthrie is producing the drama’s first post-Broadway 
production on its largest space. 

Vogel is a longtime out lesbian and OBIE- and Pulitzer Prize-winner 
whose work is both deeply researched and inventively conceived. Some 
of her major works— The Baltimore Waltz, Hot N Throbbing, and How 
I Learned to Drive—have been vividly staged by local theaters. This is 
the Big G’s first Vogel production. 
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Indecent is unique in structure and bold subject matter but isn’t 
exactly contemporary. Vogel’s “play within a play” reflects the produc- 
tion history of amajor Yiddish drama by Sholem Asch, titled God of 
Vengeance, written in 1906-07. The actors were arrested and charged 
on obscenity charges for its 1923 production. The piece was a lightning 
rod as its main character is a Jewish man with conservative pretensions 
who runs a brothel beneath his residence. His illusions are shattered 
when his sheltered daughter falls in love with one of his female employ- 
ees. At the Guthrie, the daughter is played by Miriam Schwartz and the 
sex worker is played by Gisela Chipe. That said, Goldberg points out 
that there were other aspects to God of Vengeance that may well have 
been as or more controversial at the time. 

JT: Would you describe how this play works? 


WG: Indecent is about a theater troupe telling the story of (produc- 
tions of) God of Vengeance. We meet this group of actors who are actu- 
ally dead—it's a ghost story. They come back to life to look at the devel- 
opment of God of Vengeance. It starts in Poland and then they travel all 
over Europe in Yiddish and then the players move to the United States, 


ARTS & CULTURE BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


where the play plays in both Yiddish and English on the Lower East 
Side of Manhattan. Then, in the 1920s, it gets the call to move uptown 
to Broadway at which point its closes down on opening night charged 
with indecency. Beyond that it looks at how God of Vengeance survives 
post that time. The troupe of these particular actors continue to tell the 
story of the play and they go back to Europe. 

JT: Do we see original God of Vengeance play within Vogel's 
play? 

WG: We see quite a bit of the actual God of Vengeance play on stage. 
Paula Vogel, through her incredible, remarkable, theatrical imagina- 
tion, is looking at the reality of that and envisions the history of what 
happened to the people as they go through time telling the story. It gets 
to be an incredible swathe of history because we're looking at a time 
where we have a huge influx of immigrants into this country and then 
the rise of antisemitism, of course, and a group of actors going back 
into Europe at the worst time to go back into Europe. That is the story 
of the play, and within it, Asch's play has one of the first lesbian scenes 
in it. We have this gorgeous lesbian love scene between two women in 
the play. The balcony scene in the rain scene is very much like the bal- 
cony scene in Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. These houses divided. 
These two young lovers that come together. It's stunning. And it's stun- 
ning to think that it was written when it was. 


JT: Discrimination against lesbianism, censorship, and Jewish 
themes permeate the piece. 


WG: The sense of this looking at it from the outside was that, 
although the play had been produced and seen for many years in differ- 
ent parts of the world, when it comes to Broadway it gets closed down. 
Was it because of the women kissing and a loving relationship between 
two women? Maybe. Does it close down because it shows a real rela- 
tionship between two women? Maybe. But it's actually more about the 
antisemitism rising in the U.S. and anti-immigration. 


Unfortunately, Paula's play has become more topical in the times 
we're living in. I think that is one of the reasons why, aside from just 
being a gorgeous theatrical, imaginative story in a difficult time, it 
resonates now: to ask what it means to not live the normative experi- 
ence; what it means to be an immigrant; what it means to be women. So 
all these things remain very current in this moment. 

JT: And now you are directing Indecent. 


WG: It's pretty special to be entering into this world after the seven 
year collaboration between Paula Vogel and Rebecca Taichman, that 
culminated in Rebecca winning the Tony Award for her direction of it. 
Someone asked me, now that you're taking it on, what does that mean? 
The story will be told no matter what. We will be telling stories that 
are important to mankind. As a director you look at how to approach 
something all the time. We are always looking at how we'll approach the 
next production. With something that perhaps has had a storied history 
—how do you enter into that? 


It's really great to it put on the Guthrie's thrust stage. When they 
first called me about the show I think I just assumed it would be on the 
Guthrie's proscenium stage, not that that isn't a large space as well. But 
Inever had the perception of the thrust stage being a place where they 
put on a pretty new play. So it was amazing to get the call that this is 
where (Guthrie artistic director) Joe Haj wanted to put the play on—a 
spotlight on the main stage. So it speaks to a lot of what he's trying to 
do there. 

JT: The Torah is desecrated at one point of Indecent. That 


Indecent 


Indecent. Photo courtesy of Guthrie Theater 


moment happens in God of Vengeance, and it was very contro- 
versial. 


WG: What Asch was trying to show Jews was their complexity. 
The story of the play, God of Vengeance, is about this family that lived 
upstairs of a brothel. Upstairs the father is trying to live this pure life of 
a good Jew but then at the same time, in order for him to make money, 
he’s running a house of prostitution in his basement. It looks at the 
complexity there. In our very first reading, many of the people around 
that table couldn’t believe that’s what he’s doing or what he’s going to 
put out there. He sticks to his guns and Paula really wants to explore 
the complexity of human beings who do that—meaning you look at 
both the light and the dark. It’s controversial. Leave it to Paula Vogel, of 
course, to enter into societal taboos, and with empathy and compassion. 
When you think about her work, it’s a perfect kind of combination of 
her great elements, her writing and her style. 

JT: Today's Broadway audience is much more diverse and 
accustomed to what was once off-limits subject matter. Jews 
today are vastly more respected in the New York theater 


scene. Was the Broadway audience more of White Anglo Saxon 
Protestant in the ‘20s? Am I looking at a major difference? 


WG: Yes. You are. There were cuts made to to make it more palat- 
able to that particular audience. But it made the play less about love and 
more about sex. It really disappointed the people making the piece, and 
that there was any censorship of the play. And even when they did that 
censorship it still was still shut down. It was very inflammatory at the 
time. Paula's play looks at all of the intricate things of that journey. BM 


INDECENT 

Feb. 17- March 24 

Guthrie Theater, 818 S 2nd St., Minneapolis, 
612-377-2224 

www.guthrietheater.org 
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The 2018 Minneapolis Home + Garden show will feature a wide plethora of exhibits and booths, ranging from gardening and HVAC to crafts and home design. 


Photo courtesy of Marketplace Events 


HOME SWEET 


GARDEN 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


The annual Minneapolis Home + Garden 
Show is back-bigger and bolder than ever 
before. 


Minneapolis in March, April, sometimes even May is quite a 
sight. While people around the country are enjoying the fresh 
spring weather, Minneapolis residents are trudging through 
bottomless piles of gray slushy “snow” and ice. Thanks to the 
Minneapolis Home + Garden Show, Midwesterners can experi- 
ence the joys of spring, too, even if it is indoors. 


Every year, the Minneapolis Home + Garden Show sets up at the Minneapo- 
lis Convention Center, where designers showcase their home goods, interior 
designs, and garden displays. According to Jason Oliver Nixon of Madcap Cot- 
tage, this year’s event will have a heavy focus on maximalism. 
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“Maximalism is having a big moment. (I’m) seeing big and bold pattern 
stories on the fashion runways at Gucci, in new hotels, and in shelter publica- 
tions (take a look at the pattern-packed cover of the latest issue of Better Homes 
and Gardens, once a bastion of all things beige),” he says. “Minimalism has had 
a nice run, but folks have grown tired of looking like a catalogue. Patterns and 
prints are making a splash across the board, so get ready." 

Nixon has been noticing that green and yellow are two hues that are mak- 
ing a big splash in home and garden design lately. In fact, some folks are using 
vibrant colors and patterns to bring the garden into their homes. 

"Florals are coming back, and chintz is having a resurgence. Folks want 
to celebrate unique chic and not look cookie cutter. It's all about bringing a 
storyline to life," he says. 

With over 1,000 experts ready to share designs and tips with homeowners, 
the Minneapolis Home + Garden Show will surely have the latest home and 
garden trends. This year, the Minneapolis Home + Garden Show is looking to 
interact more with visitors. The main stage, sponsored by ProSource Wholesale 
and Kelli Kaufer Designs, will allow attendees to watch cooking demonstrations 
and DIY presentations. 

Also, a number of presentations will be dedicated to helping visitors make 
the most of their time at the show. These presentations include budget sav- 
ing tips, recipes from local chefs and media personalities, gardening advice, lo- 
cal speakers, and national celebrities. In addition to the main stage, there will 
be a kitchen stage, which is sponsored by Cambria, Country Cabinets, Fresh 
'Thyme Farmers Market, Kohler Co., and Sears Outlet. 

Several celebrities will be making appearances at the Minneapolis Home 
+ Garden Show this year. On March 30 and 31, Paige Davis of TLC's Trading 
Spaces and Sara Bendrick of DIY Network's I Hate My Yard will be taking the 
stage. Jason Cameron of DIY Network's Man Caves, Sledgehammer, and Des- 
perate Landscapes will be making an appearance April 6-8. Also, local Blue Rib- 
bon baker Marjorie Johnson will be at the show April 1 and 7. 
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A TIME TO TOAST! 


Haskell’s Proudly Supports 
The Twin Cities GLBT Community. 


Haskell's can help with your wedding receptions, bridal showers, summer 
parties or any celebration where wine, beer and spirits will be served. 


Haskell’s 
The Wine People! 
Bloomington • Chanhassen • Excelsior - Faribault • Maple Grove • Minneapolis • Minnetonka 
Plymouth • Saint Paul • Stillwater + White Bear Lake • Woodbury - haskells.com 


A Brand 
You Can Trust 


СМИ Чу ` 


GARLOCK- FRENCH 
CORPORATION 


With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get skilled 
Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney Repair, Cedar 
Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even Solar options. 


At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of blending 
design, craftsmanship, with good customer service. And, we 
guarantee our work. 


We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows. 
Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more 


Call us at 612-722-7129 


2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis « Garlock-French.com 
MN License #BC001423 


Serving you for over 100 years! 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 
wen SINCE 1914 


612-721-4080 


Boilers * Furnace * A/C 
Water Heaters * Toilet * Faucets 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area. 
Emergency Service Available. 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured. LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Paints » Wallcoverings + Window Fashions 


Hirshfield’s 


Helping Minnesotans decorate their homes for over 120 years. 


Minnesota's largest Benjamin Moore Paint dealer. 
MPLS.ST.PAUL BEST OF THE TC Wallpaper Source. 
More ways and places to shop for window fashions. 


A HunterDouglas $5 


Ma Shop At Home 
Benjamin Moore’ 651-366-6969 


30 locations throughout the Twin Cities and Minnesota 
find your neighborhood store at hirshfields.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 23 


HOME & GARDEN 


9 27 Vy 


i 77 yy AN 
41277 ME Wea 


p" A 
MC N 


D 


j 


Г 
Д 
74 


саса ' 
IN N N um 


NN 


Gardening-specific exhibitors at the 2018 show will include local vendors like Greenscape Companies and Organic Lawns by Lunseth. Photo courtesy of Marketplace Events 


The combination of national celebrities and lo- 
cal favorites will allow styles and trends from other 
areas of the country to meet classic looks that are 
native to Minnesota. Staff of Minneapolis Home + 
Garden Show are hopeful that this will attract first- 
time homeowners. 

This year's Upcycle Challenge and Designer 
Rooms are some suggested shows for first-time 
homeowners to check out at the show. According 
to show manager Renee Brown, the Upcycle Chal- 
lenge is a feature where local designers and part- 
ners turn old furniture into something new and 
beautiful ^with a little paint and their imaginations." 
Although last year's Upcycle Challenge focused 
solely on chairs, this year's challenge will include 
shelves, nightstands, bar carts, and more. The De- 
signer Rooms are also helpful because they offer 
three unique spaces that inspire first-time home- 
owners looking to design their bathrooms, living 
rooms, and outdoor living spaces. 

In addition to the Upcycle Challenge, there are 
other special plans for this year's show. 

"We have new celebrities that will be on the 
main stage, which is sponsored by Slumberland 
Furniture, including Karl Champley from Ellen's 
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Paige Davis, host of Trading Spaces, will Бе one of the featured celebrities at the Minneapolis Home + Garden Show.‏ 
Photo courtesy of Marketplace Events‏ 
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Minneapolis Home + Garden Show attendees will be treated to lectures and presentations by an array of local and national design experts. Photo courtesy of Marketplace 


Events 


Design Challenge and Madcap Cottage,” Brown 
says. "We've also added an escalator as an en- 
trance/exit to the field for better access to the area. 
The Designer Rooms are a brand new feature this 
year along with Pool Renovations.” 

Tickets for the Minneapolis Home + Garden 
Show are $12 online and $14 at the door, $4 for chil- 
dren ages six to 12, and children five and under are 
free. There will also be a special on Friday, April 6 
for Public Servant Day and Hero Day. This will al- 
low free admission for all current government work- 
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ers with valid government/employee ID, as well as 
all active and retired military personnel, police of- 
ficers, firefighters, EMTs, medical professionals, 
and teachers with valid ID. Metro Transit will also 
provide free bus services and METRO lines to the 
show on both Saturdays. Free transit passes for 
these days can be downloaded at www.homeand- 
gardenshow.com. 

Unfortunately, a Minnesota spring looks more 
like winter than it does spring, but we can daydream 
about the warm days ahead at the Minneapolis 


Home + Garden Show. From local and national ce- 
lebrities to beautiful designs and decor, the Minne- 
apolis Home + Garden Show will transport you from 
the dreary days of Minnesota’s everlasting winter 
to the magical place that other states call spring. B 


Minneapolis Home + Garden Show 
March 30-April 1, April 6-8, 2018 
Minneapolis Convention Center 
1301 2nd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 
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IN FULL 


BLOOM 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
melts the winter blues with the Spring 
Flower Show through Feb. 28. 


In the middle of a Minnesota winter, it can be nearly impossible 
to remember what spring flowers even look like. Luckily, the 
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum is here with a 
reminder. Through Feb. 28, the Arboretum will be hosting its 
Spring Flower Show, which will feature some of the upcoming 
season's finest blooms. 


This year’s centerpiece will be ар 18'X18' custom conservatory that was built 
in the Arboretum's Great Hall by Conservatory Craftsmen. 

"It is English-inspired and will display a wall of orchids of many kinds plus 
bromeliads and air plants. A chandelier hangs above one of the Granlund stat- 
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A bunny sits among viola, adorata and other spring bulbs in the Violet display, one of nine 
fragrance-inspired vignettes that are part of Fragrances of Spring. Photo courtesy of Susie Hopper 


Sculptures from the estate of Paul Granlund, Minnesota's best-known 
sculptor, are artfully arranged among the floral displays at the spring 
flower show. Photo courtesy of Susie Hopper 


ues inside this gorgeous glass house. It can be purchased, and a percentage of 
the proceeds will be donated to the Arboretum,” says University of Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum media specialist Susie Hopper. 

Throughout the Arboretum, there will also be nine other vignettes, each 
focused on a particular fragrance profile, including balsamic, violet, rose, spicy, 
sweet, fruited, honey, heavy, and unique. Also, each one will have specific live 
plants and flowers featured in an artistic display. The balsamic profile will fea- 
ture lavender, rosemary, and yellow birch, along with other shrubs and spring 
blooms. 

Famous Minneapolis sculptor Paul Granlund will also be remembered at the 
Arboretum’s Spring Flower Show. 

“There are 40 different sculptures and maquettes by Paul Granlund. They 
are from his estate and include six maquettes for major sculptures on display 
outside the Governor’s Mansion, the State Capitol, the Federal Reserve Bank, 
and other significant sites,” says Hopper. “The sculptures are mainly tabletop 
sizes, from 12 inches to 36 inches, with the one remaining large-scale work from 
Granlund’s estate, Orbit, which is seven feet tall. Many of these pieces have 
never been seen by the public; they were crated once Paul died in 2003 and have 
not been touched since.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 


LAVENDER S 


NIE E ps. Be 
Announcement includes a photo and up 


to 50 words. Appears in print and our 
online edition for 2 weeks. 


SIMPLE, ELEGANT, AND COMPLETELY CUSTOM. 


ey; TWIN CITIES 
CLOSET COMPANY 


Contact us for a complimentary in-home design consultation: 
Call (612) 623-0987 or visit www.tccloset.com 


2634 Minnehaha Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN 55406 


Midtown Antiques 


The Midwest's Largest Antique Mall 


Three floors of early American to mid-20th century 
antiques and collectibles from over 65 Dealers. 


MIDTOWN 


ANTIQUE MALL 


301 SOUTH MAIN STREET, STILLWATER, MN 


651-430-0808 


WINTER HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 10am to 5pm 
Friday & Saturday: 10am to 7pm 

Sunday: 11am to 6 pm zf 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 29 


Orbit 2, a Paul Granlund sculpture, is housed in the conservatory among 300 orchids, Bromeliads, Epiphytes and Spanish Moss. Photo courtesy of Susie Hopper 


Granlund had solo shows at Minneapolis Insti- 
tute of Art, the Walker Art Center, and the Swedish 
American Institute. His work will never be repro- 
duced or copied, so this is the last chance to see 
and purchase his artwork. 

"This is the most extensive show the Arbore- 
tum has done for a long time. Last year, we had a 
small orchid show, so this is a much more ambi- 
tious event," Hopper says. 

There are also two other art shows currently on 
display at the Arboretum: the Arboretum Photog- 
raphers Society annual show and an exhibit from 
a local group of artists who use a critique group to 
help develop their work. Already filled with lively 
exhibits such as these, the Arboretum will fully 
bloom for the Spring Flower Show. 

“I would say the biggest group of flowers on dis- 
play is orchids in the conservatory,” she says. 

The Arboretum's Spring Flower show was 
planned by Alan Branhagen, Director of Operations 
at the University of Minnesota Landscape Arbo- 
retum. In past years, gardeners have planned the 
event, but the Arboretum is hopeful that the tran- 
sition in planning will allow the event to be bigger 
than it was in past years. In the past, the event didn't 
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A collection of orchids are affixed to the back wall of the English conservatory that was built into the Great Hall. 
Bromeliads, Epiphytes and Spanish Moss compliment the 300 orchids. Photo courtesy of Susie Hopper 


usually have sculptures, paintings, or other art, so 
this year is incorporating art in a new way. 

'The Spring Flower Show is free with gate ad- 
mission, which is $15 for non-members and free for 
kids 15 and under. In addition to the 300 orchids 


and other flowers and artwork to view, visitors 
can also enjoy the Arboretum Cafe for Saturday or 
Sunday breakfast and Sunday suppers. Admission 
to these is an additional $8.99 with gate admission, 
although reservations are not required. 

Escape the frigid Minnesota winter and dive 
into a wonderland of bountiful spring blooms. From 
orchids and tulips to sculptures and paintings by 
incredible local Minnesota artists, the Arboretum's 
Spring Flower Show is perfect for anyone looking 
to add a little color to their winter. 

For more information about the Arboretum 
Spring Flower Show, visit www.arboretum.umn. 
edu. 


Fragrances of Spring, Essence of Paradise: 
Spring Flower Show 

University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
3675 Arboretum Dr. 

Chaska, MN 
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LET'S GET 


CRAFTY 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


The annual American Craft Council show 
will make its return to St. Paul from April 
20-22. 


The American Craft Council (ACC) will be bringing the work of 
local and national crafters to St. Paul at their annual crafting 
event. As a national nonprofit, ACC is an educational organiza- 
tion that has been shaping the artisanal craft movement for 
more than 75 years. Each year, ACC gives artists a platform to 
show their work at their craft show, along with several oppor- 
tunities including leadership conferences, awards for excel- 
lence, and a research library. 


At this year’s ACC craft event, more than 230 artists will be displaying their 
artwork at the St. Paul RiverCentre. From jewelry and clothing to furniture and 
home decor, the ACC event will bring together some of the country’s most tal- 
ented contemporary artists. Since ACC moved from New York City to Minne- 
apolis, the show has drawn in more local artists. 

“The Minnesota-based staff has transformed the show from one of 200-plus 
booths showcasing fantastic art from all over the country to that plus exhibitions 
by local interior designers, fashion stylists, and other local nonprofits involved 
in the makers movement,” says ACC public relations consultant Lynn Nelson. 

The event this year will include three programs: Hip Pop, Let’s Make, and 
Make Room. Hip Pop is for emerging artists who are new to the show scene. 
After being selected through a jury process, the artists are grouped into shared 
booths where they are able to encourage community-based art and engage with 
seasoned artists, all while selling their art. The Let's Make program connects 
craftsmanship and to craft by diving deeper into the process of making. Local 
artists and organizations will provide interactive demonstrations for show-goers 
to participate in the creative process. Lastly, Make Room is the perfect program 
for home decor enthusiasts. This program is returning for its sixth year, and this 
year's theme is “Color Story.” It will feature pieces that center around a favorite 
color or group of colors that make a cohesive design statement. 

The Style Slam program is also returning for its third year. 

"This year, Style Slam will be a pop-up that occurs only on Saturday, April 
21. Special photo opportunities will include a program where Style Slam models 
styled by the stylists will appear in the Make Room designers' vignettes," says 
Nelson. 

This year's Style Slam stylists include local Minneapolis-based fashionista 
Grant Whittaker, Christina Fortier of Christina Fortier Style in Burnsville, Van- 
essa McDuffie of Minneapolis' Nessa Bess Style, and José Ayala of José Ayala 
Style in West St. Paul. 

José began his career as a fashion stylist by working in boutiques and styling 
for their websites and social media platforms. 

"Ive always had a huge admiration for fashion photographers. And to me, 
fashion seemed to be at the epicenter of pop culture. Because of that connection, 
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José Ayala, a Twin Cities-based stylist, will be one of many featured at the American 
Craft Council Show in St. Paul. 


Tve always had a sense of belonging within the fashion industry," Ayala says. 

In his third year working at ACC, Ayala handpicks pieces that stand out to 
him and presents them to many ofthe visitors by incorporating them into outfits 
he creates. 

"This allows the designs to stand like wearable art pieces," he says. 

As a gay man, Ayala says that his involvement in the GLBT community has 
played a large role in his career as a fashion stylist. 
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JEWEL PARTY 


Among the many crafters and jewelers featured at the American 
Craft Council show in April, the works of local jewelers Judith Kinghorn 
and George Sawyer will be on display. 

Kinghorn (www.;judithkinghorn.com) created the citrine necklace, 
which retails at $1,550; the cochlea brooch/pendant made of sterling 
silver and 24-karat gold for $8,500; the sterling twig stick pins adorned 
with 24- and 22-karat gold for $1,095-91,475; and the topaz, agate and 
bronzite rings next to the necklace, which range from $1,750-1,950. 

Shown in the middle of the photo are bracelets and rings created by 
George Sawyer Jewelry Design (www.georgesawyer.com). Sawyer has 
trademarked his unique metal processes, which are inspired by Japa- 
nese designs and swordsmiths. The rings shown range in price from 
$4,010 to $9,870.00. The cuffs done in summer and fall colors range in 
price from $6,300 to $6,880. Both artists will be featured at the ACC 
show in St. Paul. 
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"[ was embraced by members of the community so I was sort of able to 
choose my career path early on," he says. “I am continuously inspired by the 
confidence and the passion that leaders in our community exude and that of 
course has played a huge role in my development as a professional stylist and 
an individual." 

This year, Ayala will be showcasing what he calls “only the best!” He says 
that his fashion designs are meant to empower people in each individual piece. 
The designs that he'll be showcasing will incorporate his favorite aspects of fash- 
jon: confidence and power. 

According to Nelson, the event will be an all-day experience, so bring your 
walking shoes. 

"You'll get to 10,000 steps in no time,” she says. An event favorite will be 
making its way back to ACC this year from Chicago. Baigelman Glass will be 
selling their hand-blown wine glasses, which Nelson says she buys every year. 
Some new artists include Sean Forest Roberts, a gay ceramic artist from East- 
bound, WA. One of Ayala's favorites, Susan Bradley from Wayzata, will be sell- 
ing her wearables from her studio in the Northrop King building. 
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The fashion world has inspired Ayala's life and current career path, and now 
he continues the inspiration train at ACC's craft event each year. 

"Allow yourself to grow and transform. Be good to yourself and others," 
Ayala says as a word of advice to fellow upcoming crafters. 

Check out some of this year's crafters before the show: 

www.nessabess.com 

www.christinafortierstyle.com 

www.grantwhittakerstyle.com 

www.baigelmanglass.com 

www.craftcouncil.org 


American Craft Council Show 
April 20-22, 2018 

St. Paul RiverCentre 

174 West Kellogg Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 
www.craftcouncil.org 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Graphic courtesy of The 
Atons of Minneapolis 


Graphic courtesy of The 
Knights of Leather 


Clubs, Organizations, and 


This issue's Leather Life column has been 
based on, and inspired by, a recent community 
discussion about the many clubs and organi- 
zations that are such an important part of the 
leather/BDSM/fetish community both in the 
Twin Cities and around the world. The discus- 
sion took place Tuesday evening, Jan. 9, 2018 at 
LUSH in Minneapolis. It was sponsored by the 
Knights of Leather in partnership with the Atons 
of Minneapolis, two of the longest-running leath- 
er clubs in the Twin Cities. The moderator for 
the evening was David Coral of the Knights of 
Leather. 

'The discussion attracted a crowd of around 
60 participants of all ages, genders, ethnicities, 
interests, club and organization memberships, 
and lengths of time in the community. About 
half the people in attendance were involved with 
at least one club or organization. Many people 
were involved in more than one. In this column I 
will recap some of the issues and ideas that were 
discussed that evening. 

Clubs and organizations have been an im- 
portant part of the leather/BDSM/fetish com- 
munity for a long time. The Atons of Minneap- 
olis, formed in 1972, is the oldest leather club 
in the Twin Cities. Since that time, the number 
of clubs and organizations that are part of the 
Twin Cities leather/BDSM/fetish community 
has grown to the point where currently about 50 
different groups are part of the local community. 

'The conversation started by asking why 
clubs and organizations are important. Clubs 
and organizations can be seen as making up 
the skeleton of the community, the bones on 
which the rest of the community hangs. Clubs 
and their members must realize, however, that 
not everyone wants to belong to a club, and that 
those who choose to remain independent are 
still equally important members of the commu- 


nity. 


Clubs and organizations may be social or ed- 
ucational in nature, or may be organized around 
play or a certain interest or fetish. (The point 
was made, however, that club membership does 
not mean sexual availability.) Some clubs are for- 
mally organized with bylaws and officers while 
others are more informally organized. Clubs 
are started to fill a community need for connec- 
tion and, especially important for the leather/ 
BDSM/fetish community, to have safe spaces. 
We like to associate with people who want to do 
the same things we want to do. Even with social 
media, clubs and organizations fill a need for 
face-to-face contact and socializing. Sometimes 
groups of people with common interests get to 
know each other online and then decide to take 
it to the next level in real life. The opinion was 
offered that for members of our community the 
current political situation is too scary not to be 
connected to other likeminded folks. 

Minnesota's community tends to form a lot 
of clubs. And community members tend not to 
wait for someone else to form a club. If someone 
senses a need, they take it upon themselves to 
form a new club to meet that need. This can be 
good because it allows the community to reach 
and involve more people. Also good is the fact 
that clubs cooperate with each other and allow 
people to belong to more than one group. A new- 
comer to the community noted that the Internet 
has made it much easier to find clubs and orga- 
nizations. Another person wondered, however, 
whether having so many clubs, and especially 
so many clubs for specific interests, was helping 
the community or dividing it. 

Clubs and organizations benefit the commu- 
nity by raising money for charity and by present- 
ing many types of educational sessions and dem- 
onstrations. Clubs also are good instruments for 
mentoring new community members and allow- 
ing them to then take the reins of community 


Community 


leadership, thereby renewing the community. 

A continuing issue with clubs and organi- 
zations is being welcoming. Some community 
newcomers said they had attended club events 
and munches and did not feel welcomed and 
that the atmosphere was cliquish. Younger peo- 
ple, especially, might not feel welcome if no one 
speaks to them all evening. 

Onthe other hand, growing old in the leather 
community can also be difficult. The point was 
made that if young people need to feel welcome, 
more mature people need to feel wanted. 

And it is important for clubs to make events 
and spaces accessible and welcoming to people 
with disabilities—and to publicize this accessi- 
bility and do outreach to people with disabilities 
to let them know they will be welcome. 

One person reminded the group that the is- 
sue of being welcoming is self-policing: with so 
many groups to choose from, if people do not 
feel welcomed, they will go somewhere else. 

Communication between clubs and groups 
can be a challenge. Often there seems to be a 
kind of divide between the pansexual kink and 
gay leather communities. This can lead to both 
missed opportunities and duplicated efforts. 
'The point was made that we need to find ways 
to build shared capacity and to pool our knowl- 
edge. 

In the end, it's all about community. We 
build our community ourselves; the tooth fairy 
doesn't create it for us. Clubs and organizations 
are important community building blocks. B 


The Leather Journal maintains an online worldwide 
listing of leather/BDSM/fetish community clubs, 
organizations, publications, events calendars, and 
other resources at www.theleatherjournal.com/ 


op-ed/item/55-club-directory. 
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2018 Toyota Camry 


Would you believe that someone has called the car you are seeing on 
this page "sexy?" 

Over a year ago, someone very prominent declared the 2018 Toyota 
Camry as "sexy." That person is known to have a sense of humor. But, 
this person said so with conviction in front of the global media on stage at 
the 2017 North American International Auto Show in Detroit. 

That person was Akio Toyoda—the president of the Toyota Motor 
Company, Ltd. 

He would have some sort of authority calling the eighth-generation 
Camry "sexy." It could be a marketing ploy, which the assembled media 
fell for hook, line, and sinker. Or, he could be right in his summation. The 
latter became the truth with almost every journalist and blogger gushing 
on how far Toyota has taken the latest Camry to new styling heights. 

'The summation fell along these lines: It's not boring, nor ugly... just 
a major advance in Toyota design for one of its biggest selling products 
in North America. 

Do we agree with the rest of the automotive media corps? 

We are GLBT people. We demand style to go along with our lifestyle. 
That is a stereotype, mind you, but itis rooted in some sort of reality. Yet, 
we own Camrys. Those owners do not mind that they are reliable, well- 
built, dependable, and roomy for four adults. In fact, those are the rea- 
sons why people buy or lease tens of thousands of Camrys every month 
in this country alone—not just GLBT owners. 

Upon the first gaze of the 2018 Camry, we would have to agree with 
the rest ofthe automotive media corps. Toyota took a major risk on push- 
ing their popular mid-sized sedan into new design territory. It paid off 
because the execution is well worth the effort. The front end is more 


three-dimensional with an open T-shaped upper grille and a choice of two 
lower grille treatments. For L, LE, and XLE models, a set of wide hori- 
zontal lines dominate the space below the “T.” On SE and XSE models, 
itis a mesh grille split by a black lower frame and “gills” on each side of 
the lower fascia. Smaller LED-driven headlamp units finish up the front 
end, giving it a more aggressive look. 

The side profile features a more natural look, with various lines, 
curves, and textures. The roofline is lower than before, with more rakish 
front and rear window angles. The window area actually is larger, as are 
the doors over previous generations. The rear end is complimented with 
new slimmer taillight units and a more aggressive bumper and decklid 
shape. SE and XSE models add an additional trim piece on the corner of 
the bumper, a rear spoiler, and additional side rocker panel pieces giving 
it more aggression to the finish. 

Our XSE tester had one additional finish piece to the Camry's new 
look—a set of black and satin chrome finished 19-inch wheels. If you 
want the essence of what Mr. Toyoda said about the Camry's sexiness, 
look no further than the top-of-the-range XSE. 

'That same theme of total change continues in the cabin. Drivers are 
greeted with a wider instrument binnacle, a triangle-shaped center stack, 
and a deep center console with more storage than before. The shifter 
is now in a slimmer, straight up-and-down housing, instead of the stag- 
gered shift pattern Toyotas are known for. Most models get the standard 
4.2-inch information screen in between the speedometer and tachometer 
dials. The XLE and XSE get the new 7-inch TFT information screen with 
superior graphics and information. 
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RIDE REVIEW BY RANDY STERN 


Seating in our XSE tester is a departure from Camrys ofthe past. The 
front seats have a shape that integrates comfort and support. The tester's 
leather upholstery was perfect to the touch and had a very sporty feel. 
Although a bit more bolstering for the XSE's seats would make them 
perfect, rear seat room is fine for many bodies to sit behind each other. 
Trunk space is spacious, even with 15.1 cubic feet measured behind the 
rear seats. The rear seats fold down for longer cargo. 

The infotainment system is driven by a new generation of Toyota's 
Entune suite. The third generation Entune is quicker and allows for an 
app-based navigation system to be used between your mobile device and 
the vehicle. Just download the Scout GPS app and you're connected. Oth- 
erwise, it will play back your music files via USB or Bluetooth, offer HD 
Radio and SiriusXM satellite broadcasts. JBL positioned nine speakers 
throughout the Camry XSE's cabin with Clari-Fi sound processing. 

Toyota may have created a sexy Camry. They also went to work on 
how it should drive. The standard 2.5-liter four-cylinder engine under- 
went some major changes internally for better performance and re- 
sponse. Power is now up to 203 horsepower, and it is connected to a 
new eight-speed automatic transmission. The Hybrid driveline was also 
updated with the same four-cylinder engine coupled to an electric motor 
for a net power rating of 208 horsepower. 

This XSE tester gets the updated 3.5-liter V6 engine, now good for 
301 horsepower. This V6 is also coupled to the new 8-speed automatic 
transmission. This is truly the engine to get because it offers superb re- 
sponse and smooth power. It simply turns this mere Camry into a Lexus 
F Sport of some kind. While the power is great, the fuel economy was a 
letdown—partially due to colder temperatures during its testing phase. 
We averaged 22.7 MPG in our time with the V6-powered, sexy, sporty- 
looking Camry. 

Smooth is the word for the driving dynamics of the Camry XSE. The 
ride quality is on the firm side but has some suppleness to it. You can 
see it in the handling, where the cornering and agility are tempered, but 
tame. Steering is also pretty good, but Normal and Eco mode offers a 
bit of play on-center and some vagueness overall. That is easily fixed by 
putting the Camry XSE in Sport mode, where the steering feel is heavier 
and more controlled. Also, Sport mode offers transmission shifts that 
are more aggressive, using higher revs without penalty to overall engine 
performance. 

Brakes are also pretty good, with a soft pedal feel, but great stopping 


in normal, panic, and winter situations. All Camry models come with the 
standard Toyota Safety Sense-P package, which includes Pre-Collision 
System with Pedestrian Detection, Lane Departure Alert with Steering 
Assist, Automatic High Beams, and Dynamic Radar Cruise Control. On 
the XSE model, the Dynamic Radar Cruise Control is enhanced to a full- 
range system. Plus, the XSE also offers Blind Spot Monitor with Rear 
Cross-Traffic Alert and Intelligent Clearance Sonar with Rear Cross- 
Traffic Braking. 

The 2018 Camry lineup starts from $23,495 for a basic L model. Our 
XSE tester came with a sticker price of $37,813. In-between is the right 
combination of equipment, comfort, economy, and performance you 
might just need. The Camry comes in nine different versions to choose 
from, including three Hybrid models. 

For being Toyota's now-second-best-selling model in the lineup—be- 
hind the RAVA, which had a superb 2017 in terms of sales—it has clearly 
become the best generation in its 35-year history. It does everything 
well, especially the top-of-the-line XSE model with its sports sedan ag- 
gressiveness in a mid-sized family car. 

As for the "sexy" part, let's just say that the complete package cer- 
tainly makes it so. You can't argue with the boss and your fellow col- 
leagues, can you? 
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OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Idealist or Naive: Part | 


My official biography lists that I’m a “hopeless idealist.” 

Often when I'm introduced to audiences, the person making the in- 
troduction points this out about me, smiling as they do so. I’m never 
quite sure whether that smile represents true admiration or instead sig- 
nifies some inside joke: “Ellie’s idealism is sweet but a bit naive." I'd 
like to think it’s always the former rather than the latter, but I just never 
really know. 

I've written here before at how my idealism is grounded in growing 
up in the tumult of the 1960s and early ‘70s. I really did get to watch 
Dr. King and Robert F Kennedy contemporarily on television and, simi- 
larly every week, I was kept informed about the civil rights movement, 
the Vietnam War, and the “gay liberation movement” via Life Magazine. 
Somehow, someway, all of that sparked me into believing in the greater 
good of humans and their collective ability to create a just and equitable 
world. 

Along with that came my unyielding belief in the power of one hu- 
man to make a positive difference. How can I not believe that? Just look 
at people like King, or Kennedy, or Obama, or even Rosa Parks—each 
made profound differences in the world. Yes, they had help for sure, but 
each movement sparked by their idealism started with them taking a 
stand and saying, “I will not bend to those who oppress.” 

The GLBT community has its own idealists; among them was Harvey 
Milk. 

Milk didn’t start out believing that a single human can make a differ- 
ence and, instead, he was a closeted man with a penchant for pursuing 
younger men. However, Milk underwent a personal transformation in 
his early forties when he began to pay attention to the world around him; 
what he saw—a system that discriminated against gays and lesbians and 
which ignored small businesses like the camera shop Milk owned in the 
Castro District—made him angry. At that point, Milk decided to run for 
city supervisor in San Francisco. As he said later, “I finally reached the 
point where I knew I had to become involved or shut up.” 

Milk didn’t succeed at first. It took several election attempts before 
he was finally elected San Francisco city supervisor in late 1977. Tragi- 
cally, his political tenure and life were cut short by an assassin’s bullet 
on November 27, 1978. 

Idealists lead by example and through their words. We have King 
marching across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma and his “I Have a 


Dream” speech; Kennedy visiting South Africa at the height of apartheid 
in 1966 and his “Ripples of Hope” speech condemning the South African 
government; and Milk, organizing what had been voiceless groups— 
gays and lesbians, people of color, small business owners—into a politi- 
cal force. 

Milk also had words, rich and summoning, in June of 1978 with what 
became known as “The Hope Speech”: 

... And in San Francisco, three days before Gay Pride Day, a person 
was killed just because he was gay. And that night I walked among the 
sad and the frustrated at City Hall in San Francisco, and later that 
night, as they lit candles on Castro Street and stood in silence, reaching 
out for some symbolic thing that would give them hope. These were strong 
people whose faces I knew...They were strong, but even they needed hope. 

And the young gay people in Altoona, Pennsylvanias, and the Rich- 
mond, Minnesotas, who are coming out and hear Anita Bryant on televi- 
sion and her story. The only thing they have to look forward to is hope. 
And you have to give them hope. Hope for a better world, hope for a better 
tomorrow, hope for a better place to come to if the pressures at home are 
too great. Hope that all will be all right. Without hope, not only are the 
gays, but the blacks, the seniors, the handicapped, the ‘us-es,’ the ‘us-es’ 
will give up.... 

Now to be clear: I’m not close to being any of the aforementioned 
humans. I’m just someone, a relative nobody, who can speak and write 
fairly well. What I have going for me is that I am persistent as hell in my 
belief in a better world. Nor will I shut up about it. 

Most of all, I am persistent in believing in the power of hope. 

Thus, this column is titled “Part I” because I will soon take a road 
trip across the American South where ГЇЇ speak and listen about how our 
country can be better than what it is today. Yes, I’m going to Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee (and other states) to remind that we have far 
more in common than we have in differences. And to offer hope. 

My goal: to be received as an idealist instead of as naive. 

TIl report back after the trip in a “Part II.” 

Wish me luck. ш 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, Honesty 
and Gender Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity and inclusion 
topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can also sign up for her newsletter, The 
Ripple. She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(d@gmail.com. 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Women | Dont Like, Vol. 1 


A few months ago, my spouse, C, was invited to dinner by a woman of 
some renown in their shared profession. I do not like this woman—let's 
call her Horrible (not her real name). 

In order to lure C to dinner, Horrible dangled the prospect advancing 
C's career. 

This put me in a bit of a pickle. Horrible was indeed in a position to 
help my spouse's career. But, I suspected, the only thing Horrible was 
interested in advancing was her creepy romantic agenda. 

Why did I suspect this? Because I'm not a frickin' idiot! 

Let's examine the evidence: 

Upon first learning that C and I were in a relationship, Horrible con- 
fessed to C that she was always attracted to her. 

'This was followed by a series of invitations to take strolls along the 
lake and have coffee at quaint bistros. Stuff that people in France do! 

When these invitations were ignored, Horrible tried a new tack. She 
invited us to dinner. Both of us. 

Of course, we should have ignored this clearly manipulative over- 
ture. But I was intrigued. I wanted to meet this broad. And, I reasoned, 
after she met me and my relationship to C took on human form, she 
might lose her appetite to stalk C. I was wrong. 

What the evening amounted to was a chaperoned date. Horrible at- 
tempted to woo C, ignoring me as I glowered at her from across the 
table. She used her professional credentials as a love poem, pursuing 
C with promises of lectureships in foreign cities with umlauts in their 
names. 

And guess who picked up the check? Not Horrible! Not "T've-been- 
invited-to-speak-this-summer-in-Malmö.” No! Me! The chaperone! When 
the check arrived, Horrible didn't even acknowledge it. It was as invis- 
ible as I was. 

Following the dinner, after getting drunk on Horrible's pledges of 
casting C in starring roles at academic confabs, C began to trust Hor- 
rible's intentions to mentor her. So, when Horrible invited her to din- 
ner—without the chaperone this time—C accepted. 

Now, I could have greeted this news with a temper tantrum. But I 
am a dignified and secure middle-aged woman. So, instead, I told C that 
I hoped I was wrong about Horrible. I wished only that Horrible would 
take C under wing—and not into her bosom—and deliver on all the 
promises she made. I gave her a kiss and my assurance that I trusted 


Photo courtesy of BigStock/Wayhome Studio 


her completely, and waved as she headed off on her date. 

And then I opened a bottle of wine and guzzled it. 

C arrived home a few hours later, looking as dazed as an airplane 
crash survivor. It seems, dear readers, that my assessment of Horrible’s 
motives was spot on! Quelle surprise! 

Horrible spent the dinner deflecting C’s attempts to talk shop, and 
seemed shocked—insulted even!—that C would want to dwell on some- 
thing as prosaic as her career prospects. Instead, she suggested they re- 
pair to her condo, which was conveniently located next to the restaurant. 
Horrible had just redecorated her bedroom and she wanted C’s opinion 
on it. C turned down the invite and hurried home. 

"[ don't know if I’m more insulted by the fact that she tried to seduce 
you or that she tried to seduce you in such a lame and obvious fashion,” 
I said. “A redecorated bedroom! What crust!” 

In the wake of the #MeToo movement, it’s important to note that men 
don’t own the market on predatory behavior. Women can be jerks, too. 

PS.: Horrible stuck C with the check for the dinner. So, she’s not only 
a jerk, but a cheap jerk. 

I don't like her. m 
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profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


ADVOCACY 

Rainbow Health Initiative 

Committed to advancing the health and 
wellness of LGBTQ communities through 
research, education and advocacy. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food 
Shelf and Supportive Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project AlDSLine 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including testing, 
care services, education around PrEP. 
2577 Territorial Road 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-2437 

Statewide: (800) 248-2437 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 

www landmarkcenter.org 
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Minneapolis City Hall & Court House 
Step back in time and enjoy a historically 
beautiful wedding at the Minneapolis 
City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 


www .municipalbuildingcommission.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Confi- 
dential tests and treatment in a safe, caring 
setting. 

525 Portland Ave S., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 543-5555 

Reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

Twin Cities Public Television 

Enriching lives and strengthening our 
community through the power of media. 
172 E. 4th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 229-1330 

www.tpt.org 


MUSEUM 
Minneapolis Institute of Art 
Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 


world and every period of human history. 


Free admission daily! 
2400 3rd Ave 5. 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
studentrun radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 

Children's Theatre Company 
Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
http://www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

A professional theater that entertains, 
educates, stimulates & reflects the diverse 
perspectives of our audience & artists. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 
www.icgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic Com- 
munity. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
"St. Paul's Without Walls": Come and ex- 
perience the embrace of YES! Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sundays. 

34 10th Ave. S. 

Hopkins, MN 55343 

(952) 938-4683 
www.saintpaulslutheran.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith community 
welcoming all people. Sunday Worship 
10am. Child Care, Sunday School. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Winona 

Cool theater, arts and music scene, foodie 
bliss, outdoor recreation paradise. Surpris- 
ingly weird. Incredibly entertaining. 

160 Johnson St. 

Winona, MN 55987 

(507) 452-0735 


www.visitwinona.com 


zoo 

International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 
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BUY A DRINK. MAKE A CONNECTION. HAVE FUN. 


Schneiderman's 


FURNITURE 


